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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT — NATIVE VEGETATION CLEARING REGULATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: Today I would like to inform the 
house of amendments to broaden certain exemptions in the native vegetation clearing regulations. The 
amendments follow several reviews of the clearing provisions in the Environmental Protection Act 1986, and 
continue the government’s commitment to approvals reform. They have been designed to deliver improvements 
to the regulation of clearing without causing any significant risk to the environment. Various items in the 
“prescribed clearing” table in regulation 5 of the native vegetation clearing regulations have been amended as 
follows: firstly, the total combined limited clearing allowed each financial year for a property for purposes such 
as lawful buildings or structures, isolated trees, and vehicle and walking tracks will be amended from one to five 
hectares; and secondly, the exemption to maintain areas previously lawfully cleared for pasture, cultivation or 
forestry will be increased from 10 to 20 years. These amendments will reduce the administrative burden on 
farmers and land managers. The Department of Environment Regulation will implement a targeted education, 
compliance and enforcement program to complement the introduction of the amended regulations. As part of this 
program, the department has updated its guide to the clearing regulation exemptions and native vegetation fact 
sheets, which are available on the department’s website. The department will also send the updated fact sheets to 
affected stakeholder groups and distribute copies to local government authorities and request that they be made 
available to members of the public where other information brochures are displayed. The government is also 
considering amendments to the Environmental Protection Act to streamline approvals and improve regulatory 
effectiveness, and is committed to a new biodiversity conservation act that will replace the Wildlife 
Conservation Act. 
Mr C.J. Tallentire: Absolutely disgraceful! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Gosnells! 
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